
CHURCH OF ST. PHILIP & ST. JAMES 
  

430 South Main Street, Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 

Phone:  (908) 454-0112  Fax:  (908) 454-0125 Website:  spsj.org 

For Emergencies, please call (908) 455-4346. 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday - 8am-4pm (closed for lunch from 12-1:15pm);   

Also, Monday – 5pm-8pm  

  
Priests:  Fr. John J. Barbella, Pastor, ext. 407  
  

       
Deacons:  Deacon John Flynn, Deacon Enock Berluche, Deacon Larry Bevilacqua,   
  Deacon Rob Fisher  
  
Parish Secretary:  Nancy Ensley             Bookkeeper: Maria DeSapio  
  

Saints Philip and James School     Religious Education (CCD)  

(908) 859-1244         (908) 859-1244, option 9  
Mrs. Donna Kucinski, Principal      Mrs. Jo-Ann Scott, Director  
  
Sacred Music          Parish Cemetery  
Mr. Paul Kucinski         Mr. Mark Sandt, Superintendent  
  
BAPTISM:  Infants should be Baptized as soon as possible.  Please call the Church Office to make 
arrangements.    
  
CONFESSION: Pope Saint John Paul II, of blessed memory, said:  “Anyone who goes frequently to 
Communion, must also go frequently to Confession.”  Saturdays:  9am-9:30am and from 
3:15pm-4:15pm or by appointment with one of the priests.  
  
FOR MARRIAGE AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION:  Please call the Church Office.  
  
DEVOTIONS:   Adoration:  Monday-Saturday: 8:30am–11:00pm; Sunday: 1:00-11:00pm (Chapel)  
     Novena (Miraculous Medal):  Monday at 7pm (Chapel)  

   Divine Mercy Prayer Group:  Wednesday at 7:00pm (Parish Meeting Room)  
   Legion of Mary:  Tuesday at 9:00am & 6:30pm (Mercy Hall)  
  
RCIA:  Anyone interested in becoming Catholic should contact the Parish Office about the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults—a process which helps adults and older teens learn and ultimately enter the Catholic 
Church.  Fr. John directs this process in our Parish and will be happy to help you in this regard.  
  
IMMIGRATION SERVICES, CATHOLIC CHARITIES – DIOCESE OF METUCHEN:  Office has relocated to 
700 Sayre Avenue, Phillipsburg, NJ.  Hours:  Mondays Only from 1:30pm-7pm.  Services are provided in 
English and Spanish.  For information, please call (908) 454-2074.  
  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time + August 4, 2019 
  

 

HOLY MASS 

Every Catholic who is able has a serious obligation to worship God at Mass on 
Sunday or Saturday evening. 

Saturday Evening: 4:30pm (fulfills Sunday obligation) 

Sunday: 7am, 9am, 11am, 1pm (Spanish), and 5:30pm 
Daily Mass: Monday through Friday: 6:45am & 8am & 12:10pm in the 
Church; Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish) in the Church – 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each 
month; Saturday: 8am in the Church 

 

 

 



•  FOR YOUR INFORMATION  • 
 

FROM FR. JOHN’S DESK…  

     This weekend, a number of the Masses in our Church will be 

offered by priests who are natives of our parish.  Fr. Matt 

Marinelli, who was ordained just over a month ago, and Fr. Pat 

Boyle, our weekend assistant for years, both grew up in P’burg and 

said their First Holy Masses in our Church.  It is a blessing for our 

parish to enjoy their priestly ministry this weekend – and at any 

time. 

     Many of you are well aware that these two priests are part of a 

large number of men from our parish who answered the call to the 

priesthood.  Fr. Joe Illes, who was ordained with Fr. Matt, Fr. Joe 

Sands, and Fr. Jim Duffy, both members of the Jesuit order, and 

Msgr. Lawler, pastor of St. Mary’s in Alpha, are just some of the 

others.  St. Philip and James really has a long history of vocations 

to the priesthood. 

     Which leads us to this week’s big question:  Who will be the 

next priest from our parish? 

     All of us have a part to play in answering that question.  All 

of us have a part to play in helping that potential next priest hear 

and answer God’s Call.  Here are some ways to do this: 

 When you say a Hail Mary for me today, say a little prayer 

asking God to raise up more priests from our parish. 

 Make a Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament, or attend an 

extra Daily Mass and offer it up as a prayer for the next priest 

from our parish, whoever he may be.  Ask God to help that 

man hear His Call and say yes to it. 

 Look around for young men in the parish you think might be 

good priests.  Ask them if they have ever thought about it.  

Believe it or not, many seminarians today first thought about 

the priesthood when someone in their parish asked them 

about it.  Maybe God is planning to use you to deliver His 

Call.  What a privilege that would be. 
     Towards the end of the summer, a Vocations Kiosk will be 

placed in the narthex (lobby) of the Church.  It will contain lots of 

pamphlets, books, and other things about vocations to both the 

priesthood and religious life.  Some of them are geared directly 

towards young men thinking about the priesthood and young 

women thinking about religious life (sisters.)  Other materials will 

help you understand your role in helping people to hear and answer 

God’s Call.  I hope you will take a look at it. 

   Our parish is also blessed to host a Serra Club – a group of men 

and women who pray for vocations to the priesthood.  They will be 

making a little presentation in a few weeks, asking us all to make a 

commitment to pray that God will raise up many good priests to 

serve His people.  I hope everyone will indeed pray for this 

intention! 

     Last Thursday, I had a great time with a lot of our Altar 

Servers and their parents.  We went to an Iron Pigs Baseball game, 

as we do this time each year.  We were blessed with a beautiful 

evening and had a really nice time.  A couple of the boys sitting by 

me caught balls, which made their day!  I could not help thinking 

that, just maybe, one of those boys will be the next priest from our 

parish. 

     Remember to say a Hail Mary for me today and to pray for 

vocations to the priesthood.  Let’s also pray for peace and for all in 

need. 

     Have a great week! 

     Fr. John 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

            Saints Philip and James School  
137 Roseberry Street  

Phillipsburg, NJ08865  
(908) 859-1244 – http://sspjnj.org/  

                                                  Follow us at:  

facebook.com/sspjschool 

Saint Update:  
It is not too late to take advantage of our referral program!  Refer a new 
family to our school, and if the new family enrolls and completes the next 
school year, you receive $500 back towards your own family’s tuition. 
 
Orientation Night will take place on Wednesday, August 14th.  Start times 
for the evening are as follows:  Pre-K at 6:30pm, Kindergarten at 7:00pm, 
and Grades 1-8 at 7:30pm.  Students in grades 1-8 are welcome to come 
with their parents to the event. 
 
PRE-K TEACHER NEEDED 
Early education certification and clearances required.  Please contact Mrs. 
Kucinski at (908) 859-1244 to apply. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER NEEDED 
Certification and clearances required.  Please contact Mrs. Kucinski at 
(908) 859-1244 to apply. 
 
SCHOOL NURSE NEEDED 
Certification and clearances required.  Please contact Mrs. Kucinski at 
(908) 859-1244 to apply. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
SSPJ School Annual Yard Sale will take place on August 9-10.  Donations 
of gently used items may be brought to the school Monday-Friday from 
8am-3pm.  Donations are greatly appreciated! 
 
TRICKY TRAY 
Planning has begun for the SSPJ School Annual Tricky Tray.  If you are 
interested in donating prizes for the event, or you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Sierra Fenton at fenton.sierra@spsj.org. 
 

 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY! 

Recently, we welcomed into our Parish Family through the 

Sacrament of Baptism: COLIN JAMES GLENN & AMELIA 

GRAY UNANGST. 

 

PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE 

The Pilgrim Virgin Statue is a beautiful, visible reminder of 

Our Blessed Mother who constantly intercedes for us.  Legion 

of Mary invites you to welcome her into your home for one 

week.  Please contact Mary Ann at (732) 539-4592 or Camille 

at (908) 319-2719.  

 

LEGION OF MARY LIBRARY  

August is the month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Legion 

of Mary Library has a wonderful selection of books and videos 

for the entire family to choose from.  Open Sundays 

(excluding holidays) in Mercy Hall from after 9am Mass to 

10:45am.  

 

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Any men 18 years of age and up interested in joining the 

Knights of Columbus should call Al Redondo at (732) 

239-1986. 

 

http://sspjnj.org/
http://www.spsj.org/school
mailto:fenton.sierra@spsj.org


FELLOWSHIP SUNDAYS 

G.I.F.T. Ministry will again be hosting Fellowship Sundays 

beginning in September.  At the request of some 

parishioners, we will try to regularly have fellowship after 

BOTH the 9am and 11am Masses once a month.  We are 

looking for a few adults to assist us after the 9am and 11am 

Masses for about 45 minutes.  Duties will include serving 

coffee and donuts with light clean-up.  If you are interested 

in helping out in this way, please reach out to Cindy DePillo 

at cdepillo@spsj.org or call her at the Church office at ext. 

406.  Thanks for considering! 

 

"COULD YOU NOT WATCH ONE HOUR WITH ME?”  

“A thousand years of enjoying human glory is not worth 

even an hour spent sweetly communing with JESUS in 

the BLESSED SACRAMENT.”… St. Padre Pio     
Eucharistic Adoration hours currently in need:   

Mondays at 9am, 2pm, 3pm & 8pm, Tuesdays at 3pm & 

10pm, Fridays at Noon, 2pm & 10pm, Saturdays at 8am 

& 3pm, and Sundays at 1pm, 2pm, 3pm & 4pm…or an 
hour of your choice and/or on our Substitute List.  Phone 

Camille at (908) 319-2719. 

 

SNEAKERS FOR LITTLE SOULS 

Blessing in a Bag Ministries will be collecting “Sneakers for 

Little Souls.”  We will collect sneakers, underwear, socks 

and school supplies for the school children of Phillipsburg.  

You will be able to take a tag from the front of the Church on 

the weekend of August 3-4, and then return the items on the 

weekend of August 17-18.  If you don’t wish to shop, you 

may make a monetary donation.  
 

ANNUAL SILVER & GOLD ANNIVERSARY PRAYER 

SERVICE 

SPSJ parishioners are cordially invited to celebrate their 25th 

or 50th Wedding Anniversaries with the Church of Metuchen 

and renew their marriage vows with Bishop James F. 

Checchio at a special Evening Prayer Service at the 

Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi in Metuchen on Sunday, 

October 27, 2019 at 4:00pm.  Registration is required.  

Please register online at diometuchen.org/silver-and-gold.  If 

you are unable to access, please contact your parish secretary 

or the Family Life Office at (732) 562-1543 or 

amarshall@diometuchen.org.  Registration will close on 

October 11.  Although no fee is required, in the past many 

Jubilarian couples have given a donation of gratitude to the 

Church in memory of this special occasion.  Donations of 

Gratitude may be made online or by calling (732) 562-1543. 

 

CEMETERY NEWS 

We are currently updating our cemetery database.  If you 

have any information regarding your family’s plot, crypt or 

niche that you’d like to share with us, we would appreciate it.   

It is always a good policy to reconfirm accuracy in our 

records, and to that end, any information gathered is helpful.  

Feel free to call the Church office to share your information, 

or send in photocopies of records you have.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FOR STS. PHILIP & JAMES YOUTH 

We are starting up SPSJ Youth Groups again.  We will 

concentrate on two separate age groups: Grades 5-8 and Grades 

9-12.  Our Grade 5-8 program will meet in the Upper Room of 

Mercy Hall twice monthly on a Friday from 6:30-8:30pm.  

Grades 9-12 will meet twice monthly after the 5:30pm 

Mass…6:30-8:30pm.  Both programs will focus on three main 

pillars: 1) SPIRITUALITY – Investigating the various ways in 

which Catholics live out their Baptismal promise through 

prayer and action, 2) SOCIALIZATION – Fun group activities 

to build long lasting friendships, and 3. SERVICE – 

Volunteering under supervision at community service events.  

We are looking for STUDENTS (grades 5-8 and grades 9-12) 

interested in the program and VOLUNTEERS to assist in 

supervision of student events.  All Youth Clearances from the 

Diocese of Metuchen must be obtained before volunteers 

begin.  Contact Deacon Rob or Nancy Ensley at (908) 

454-0112 if you’d like to volunteer OR want to sign up your 

child up for SPSJ Youth Group!   

 

EMPANADA AND TAMALE SALE 

The Our Lady of Guadalupe Committee will be selling 

empanadas and tamales outside the front of the Church on 

Sunday, August 11th, after the 11am and 1pm Masses.  All 

proceeds will benefit the Our Lady of Guadalupe Committee. 

 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

18th Sunday of Ordinary Time – “Take care to guard against 
all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not 

consist of possessions.” (Luke 12:15) The Gospel message 

today is contrary to our modern culture in which advertising 

continually tries to convince us our value lies in the things we 

possess.  Jesus showed us that our true value lies in the way 

we live our lives.  He challenges us to not hoard material 

possessions but to live a grateful and generous lifestyle and 

become more “other-centered” and less “self-centered.”  

 

RESOURCE FOR SEXUAL ABUSE SURVIVORS 

Are you, or someone you know, a survivor of child sexual 

abuse by a priest or deacon in the state of New Jersey?  If so, 

please contact the Independent Victim Compensation Program 

created to offer financial settlements to abuse survivors.  The 

IVCP will remain open through December 31, 2019.  Apply 

directly online at www.njdioceseivcp.com.  

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STATION 

 We are now registering students for our CCD program for the 

2019-2020 school year.  All children attending public school 

grades 1-8 must attend CCD in order to receive First 

Communion and Confirmation at the proper time.  If you have a 

child who needs to be registered, please pick up a form in the 

back of the Church or at the Church Office, and return it as soon 

as possible.  Please call if you’d like a form mailed to you home. 

 We are in need of CCD Teachers, Substitutes and Hall 

Monitors for our upcoming CCD school year.  There are 

positions for both the Family (monthly) and Traditional 

(weekly) programs.  The CCD registration fees are 

waived for volunteers who teach in the program.  If 

interested, please call Jo-Ann Scott at (908) 454-0112. 

mailto:cdepillo@spsj.org
mailto:amarshall@diometuchen.org


SACRED HEART GOLF OUTING 

Sacred Heart’s 10th Annual Golf Outing will take place on 

Monday, September 9 at the Fox Hollow Country Club in 

Branchburg.  Visit the Golf webpage at 

www.churchofsacredheart.net for updated and registration 

information. 

 

SAN GENNARO BUS TRIP 

A bus trip to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Januarius in New 

York City will take place on Thursday, September 19th.  The 

cost is $45, and the bus will depart at noon. The trip includes 

visits to Chelsea Market, High Line Park and Little Italy, 

Holy Mass, and the Annual Parade.  The bus departs again at 

8:30pm.  For more information or to sign up, please contact 

Camille at (908) 319-2719. 

 

TRICKY TRAY GIFT AUCTION 

St. Cecelia’s Church in Iselin is hosting a Tricky Tray Gift 

Auction on Saturday, September 21.  Doors open at 6:00pm.  

For tickets, please contact Kathy at (732) 283-2300 or 

kbeglan@stcecelia.com.  Pay by cash or check made 

payable to St. Cecelia Church. 

 

NINE-MILE WALKING PILGRIMAGE 

In preparation for the Consecration of the Diocese of 

Metuchen to Our Lady of Guadalupe, all youth, families and 

people of faith are invited to participate in a Walking 

Pilgrimage on Saturday, September 21st, from 10:00am to 

8:00pm.  The walk will begin and end at Immaculate 

Conception Parish, 316 Old Allerton Road, Annandale.  

Mass will be celebrated by Bishop James F. Checchio.  The 

cost is $20 by August 30th or $25 thereafter.  The walk will 

take place rain or shine.  Registration is required.  For 

details or to register, visit 

www.LightingHeartsOnFire.org/walking-pilgrimage.  

Registration deadline is September 13th. 

 

FORMED…A GREAT WAY TO LEARN ABOUT YOUR 

FAITH!  

FORMED is a collection of Catholic Bible studies, talks, 

movies, and other programs for people who want to learn 

more about their Catholic Faith.  Anyone in our parish can 

access it by following three simple steps:  (1) Google 

formed.org.  (2) Scroll down to where it asks if your parish 

already subscribes and indicate yes.  It will ask you to enter 

your parish code, which is GMKZ4Q (all capitals).  (3)  

You will then be asked to set up your own account by 

establishing your own password.  After that, you should be 

in!  

 

FOOD FOR THE NEEDY  

"A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his 

food with the poor." – Proverbs 22:9.  Remember – “Food 
for the Needy” Collection – First Sunday of each month. 

 

 

  

• MINISTRY • 

  
August 10/11, 2019 
SATURDAY EVENING  
4:30pm  
Acolyte: Reanna Allen 
Ministers: Robert Ellwood & Dorothy Kays; C1 – Roger 

DiVittorio, C2 – Rosemary Carnali, C3 – Eileen Dean, C4 – 

Margie Markus 
Lector: Mary O’Sullivan 
Servers: Nicholas Socci & Gavin Hayes & Aiden Hayes 

  
SUNDAY MORNING  
7:00am  
Acolyte: Mark Zgoda 
Ministers: Patricia Flynn & Immaculata Durnin 
Lector: Susan Gerhardt 

Servers: Dominic Russo & Isabella McKenna  

  
9:00am  
Acolytes: Raymond Zelada & Franco Zelada 

Ministers: Matthew Markus & Lynn Markus; C1 – Donna 

Kucinski, C2 – Brittany Allen, C3 – Kyle Allen, C4 – Geraldine 

Lagrimas 

Lector: Theresa Duaime 

Servers: Cael Troxell & Grace Troxell & Brooke Troxell 

 
11:00am   
Acolyte: Lianna Krouse 

Ministers: Maureen Speer & Samuel Fatta; C1 – Mary Brogan, C2 

– Karen Llanos, C3 – Barbara Shaneberger, C4 – Pat James 

Lector: Gerald Llanos 

Servers: Kiernan Lopez & Ricky Krouse & Andrew Sretenovic 

 
5:30pm  
Acolyte: Blaise Erz 
Minister: Yakubu Miles 
Lector: Aidan Lavigne 
Servers: Logan Shoudt & Matthew Erz & Isaiah Miles 

  

   

 

NURSING HOME TEAMS 
Lopatcong Care Center 

8/11/19 – Pat James & Allison Frasca 

8/18/19 – Theresa Richey & Margie Markus 
Brakeley Care Center 

8/11/19 – Elizabeth Divinagracia & Barbara Shaneberger 

8/18/19 – Valerie Patti & Charlene Hummell 
Phillipsburg Care Center 

8/11/19 – Eileen Kerrigan & Sam Fatta 

8/18/19 – Karen Juliano & Paul Juliano 

 

 

http://www.churchofsacredheart.net/
mailto:kbeglan@stcecelia.com
http://www.lightingheartsonfire.org/walking-pilgrimage
http://www.formed.org/


•  MASSES FOR THE WEEK  • 
  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 
 7:00 – George Richline by Wife 

 9:00 – Santa Patti by Helen Patti 

 11:00 – Italo Lusardi by the Lusardi Family 
 1:00 (SP) – For the People 
 5:30pm – Deceased Priests of SPSJ  

 
MONDAY, AUGUST 5 
 6:45 – Mary Catherine Daroche by Cousins, Magdelen, Mary Ann & Bernard 
 8:00 – John Mitzak by the Mitzak Family 
 12:10 – Magdelen Rooney by Children 

  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 
 6:45 – Michael Chipaloski by Rita Fortino 
 8:00 – Lois M. Hancewicz by the Hancewicz Family 
 12:10 – Vinny Catalli by Joan Fasanello 

  
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7 
 6:45 – Alice Maurer by Mary Lilly 
 8:00 – John T. Finegan by Family 
 12:10 – Margaret & James A. McDevitt by Children 

  
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8 
 6:45 – Elfreida Pergosky by Theresa & Al Richey 
 8:00 – Harry & Anne Harrison by Mary Brogan 

 12:10 – Mary & Thomas Carroll by the Speer Family 

 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 
 6:45 – Pete & Theresa Schiro (A) 
 8:00 – Frank Gasparovic by the Ayala Family  
 12:10 – Bonnie Gilles (A) by Husband, Brian 

   
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 
 8:00 – Mr. & Mrs. John Tolotta by Frank & Grace Stettner 
 4:30pm – Helen Sostak by Patti & Bob Merlo 

  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 
 7:00 – Disolina Lupi by Vic, Carol & Melissa 

 9:00 – Robert Bellemare by the DePillo Family 

 11:00 – Fred & Harriet Nugent by Betty Bevins 
 1:00 (SP) – For the People  
 5:30pm – Edwin Vega by Wife & Family 

 

  

 

 
Stewardship of Treasure 

July 28, 2019:  $11,073.00 

June On-Line Contributions:  $9,166.50 

 
Parish Capital Campaign 

Total Pledged as of 7/8/19:  $1,499,575.90 
Total Collected as of 7/8/19:  $806,817.51 

 
Have you considered on-line giving? 

If interested in signing up for on-line giving, please go to:  

https://.spsj.churchgiving.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

•  CALENDAR  • 
  

4- 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

“Food for the Needy” Collection 

1:00pm-11:00pm – HFC – Adoration 

Giving Tree – Sneakers for Little Souls 

 

5 – Monday – The Dedication of the Basilica of St. 

Mary Major  
 8:30am-11:00pm – HFC – Adoration 
 7:00pm – HFC – Novena  

 7:00pm – MH – K. of C. Mtg. 

 

6 – Tuesday – The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration  

 9:00am – MH – Legion of Mary 
 6:00pm – CH/Flynn’s – Serra Club Mass/Mtg. 

 6:30pm – MH – Legion of Mary 

 7:00pm – HFC – Cenacles of Life 
 7:00pm – CH – Hispanic Ministry 

 7:30pm – MH – Boy Scout Troop Mtg. 

 

7 – Wednesday – St. Sixtus II and Companions, 

Martyrs & St. Cajetan 

 8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration  
 7:00pm – HFC – Flame of Love Devotions (Holy       

Rosary)  

 7:00pm – PMR – Bible Study 
   

8 – Thursday – St. Dominic, Priest 
 8:30am-11:00pm – HFC - Adoration 
 7:00 - HFC - Blue Army   

 7:00pm – CR – Consoling the Heart of Jesus 

 

9 – Friday – St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

8:00am-3:00pm – SSPJ – Yard Sale 

8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration   
   

10 – Saturday – St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 

 8:00am-3:00pm – SSPJ – Yard Sale 
 8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration  

 9:00am - CH - Confession  

 10:00am – Conf. Room – Baptism Prep Class 
 11:00am - HFC - Cenacles of Life  

 11:00am-1:00pm – MH – SPSJ Soup Kitchen 
 3:15-4:15 - CH - Confession  

   

11 – 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 1:00pm-11:00pm – HFC - Adoration  

 2:30 – CH – Baptism Ceremony 
  

 

MASS CELEBRANTS FOR 
AUGUST 10/11, 2019 

 

4:30pm – Fr. John 

7:00am – Fr. John 

9:00am – Fr. Pat 

11:00am – Fr. Pat 

1:00pm (SP) – Msgr. Randy Vashon 

5:30pm – Fr. John 

 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

https://.spsj.churchgiving.com/

